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1. FOLLOWING OFFICIAL APPROVAL FROM BELGIAN CUSTOMS OF TEXT 
CABLED IN REF B, EMBASSY SENT LETTER DATED SEPTEMBER 6 TO 
DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR CUSTOMS GOOSSENS. WE ARE TOLD BY HIS 
OFFICE THAT REPLY WILL BE IN OUR HANDS ON APPROXIMATELY 
SEPEMBER 19. ALTHOUGH CUSTOMS INSPECTORS AT ZAVENTEM ARE 
REPORTEDLY ANXIOUS TO BEGIN CARRYING OUT THE PROVISIONS OF THE 
BELGIAN CUSTOMS DIRECTIVE OF MAY 21, THEY HAVE BEEN TOLD BY 
GOOSSENS' OFFICE TO DO NOTHING PENDING EMBASSY RECEIPT OF HIS 
LETTER OF REPLY. 

2. MEANWHILE, WE NOTE REPORTS IN REFS C AND D THAT 
SIGNIFICANT NUMBERS OF INCOMING PRIVATE PARCELS DO NOT RPT 
NOT BEAR CUSTOMS TAGS. REFS A AND C BOTH POINTED OUT THAT 
PARCELS ARRIVING WITHOUT THE REQUIRED CUSTOMS TAGS WOULD 
NATURALLY AROUSE SUSPICION ON THE PART OF CUSTOMS INSPECTORS, 
PROBABLY LEADING TO A DEMAND FOR EXAMINATION OF THE CONTENTS 
OF THE PARCELS INVOLVED. 

3. WE URGE ONCE AGAIN THAT US POSTAL AUTHORITIES, CIVILIAN 
AND MILITARY, BE REMAINDED PROMPTLY OF THE REQUIREMENT FOR 
CUSTOMS TAGS ON PARCELS SENT TO RECIPIENTS WITH APO 
ADDRESSES. WE WOULD RECOMMEND THAT PARCELS LACKING CUSTOM 
TAGS NOT BE ACCEPTED FOR MAILING BY US POST OFFICES. 

4. AS AN ADDITIONAL MEASURE, WE STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT 
MEMBERS OF ALL RECIPIENT ORGANIZATIONS AND UNITS IN 
BELGIUM BE ENCOURAGE TO ADVISE THOSE PERSONS FROM WHOM THEY 
REGULKARLY RECEIVE PARCELS OF THE REQUIREMENT FOR CUSTOMS 
TAGS . STRAU SZ-HUPE 
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